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Safety Awareness of Chemicals

The Chemical Container Label
The first source of information:

When asked where would be the easiest place to source information on a product for situations where operation are simply finding our information or in an emergency, 
the obvious container label is often over looked.  Labels on Peerless JAL product 
contain quite a deal of information that will be of use in a wide range of situations.

1.  Who Manufacturers It?
The container label only includes the name of the Company but a list of national 
phone numbers that can be used to obtain additional information.

2.  Product Name, Pack Size and Description
The pack size indicator confirms that this is the original label.  For example, if a 5ltr label 
is on a 25ltr drum, you should check that the drum contents are what the label says.  
There is the distinct possibility that it may not be the correct product.  The product description can assist in ensuring the product is to be used for the correct application.  Sometimes the description may be quite specific (eg. Disinfectant, however in many instances products have many applications and the description is in general terms 
i.e.  general purpose cleaner, alkaline wetting agent).

If you are unsure that you have the correct product for an application - ask someone.
3.  Warnings
The label may have very obvious indications on it such as POISON, CORROSIVE 
etc: These are there for a reason, but rather than being scared of a product, 
these warnings should simply indicate that it is even more important to become 
familiar with use procedures before using the product.  Just be aware that the product needs respect (not fear).
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4.  First Aid
As part of the first aid recommendations on a label, frequently it will state, “…do not induce vomiting, give glasses of water or milk…”.  With cleaning chemicals, this is more often the case than not.  The chemical has burnt on the way down and it will burn on the way up also.
If a label does say to induce vomiting, the most effective way to do so is to use Ipecac Syrup (available from pharmacies).  Sticking fingers down peoples’ throats is dangerous (you could have your fingers very badly bitten) and using very salty water is not always effective.

First aid information on the label will also relate to eye or skin contact, and what to do in that case.

.  Use Directions
Similar to the product description discussed above some use directions are specific while most are in general terms (eg. for light cleaning, use at a dilution rate of 1:10).  Overuse of product can be very hazardous and it is for this reason that many products are automatically dispensed (to remove the human element) and overuse does not necessarily produce better results.

6.  UN Number
If a product has been allocated a UN number it will appear on the label.  Only hazardous products will have a UN number. The letters UN standards for United Nations where an expert committee established a code system to chemically describe products rather than using brand names.  In the event of an emergency authorities can look up the UN number for special advice.

It is beyond the scope of this document (and not really necessary at a user level) to outline what all the UN numbers means.  However, the point to be made is that if a UN number appears on a label you should be more familiar with the product before using.

Important - if a container label has been damaged or is missing and the product cannot be 100% identified, discard the product.

DO NOT USE IT!!

Make a habit of always reading the chemical container label.
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7.  Product Labelling 

(Trigger sprayers or bottles)
Once a product has been removed from the original container, it is still very important to properly identify it.  This includes trigger sprayers, squeeze bottles, or any decanting container.

Do not use unmarked or wrongly labelled container to store chemicals or chemical solutions in.  This is a very hazardous practice regardless of the chemical in question.

Special labels for trigger sprayers or bottles are available from Peerless JAL Pty Ltd, which clearly outline the requirements for this area.

Product Information Sheets
The next information source on a product is the Product Information Sheets.  Many of these documents, some may say, are full of hype about how good the product is and why you should use it, but there is a great deal of information on a Product Information Sheets such as applications, product characteristics and use procedures which all operators should be made aware of.  The more knowledge about a product, the less likelihood there is of an accident occurring.

Read the Product Information Sheets  for every chemical you use.
Material Safety Data Sheets
As the name of this document suggests, a Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) is specifically a safety related information source.  There are a few things to note.

1.
Only products deemed hazardous are required to have a MSDS, however, all non-hazardous Peerless JAL Pty Ltd products have had an MSDS made up.

2.
The information on an MSDS should be considered a ‘worse-case’ scenario and is for undiluted product.  As the vast majority of Peerless JAL Pty Ltd  products are diluted prior to use, the hazardous effects are also decreased.  

However, to be absolutely sure in an accident situation, do as instructed on the relevant MSDS.  

Read the MSDS sheets.
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Additional Common Sense Rules
1.
Never mix any products, particularly in their undiluted form.  If you believe that the only way you can obtain a result is to mix products, something is very wrong.  You should not have to do that.  

2.
When diluting chemical for use:  add the product to the water.  If splashes occur it is then only diluted product.

3.
Get to know which products are used for various applications when where and who uses them. What products look like and smell like.  If you observe any change to anything find out why.  Someone may be dong something that could have serious consequences for themselves or others.


When smelling any unknown chemical do not put your nose straight over the opened container - strong fumes can easily overcome you.  Waft any odour toward you by waving a hand over the open container and gradually move your nose down closer.  If the smell is unpleasant, you will soon know before it can affect you.

Chemical Safety Summary
Chemical safety is common sense put it into action.

Become familiar with product information from Labels on the chemical container.

Product Information Sheets and Material Safety Data Sheets contain additional information.

Ensure all trigger sprays and squeeze bottles are adequately labelled.

Ensure all staff are aware of where the Material Safety Data Sheets are located.

Do not mix chemicals - dangerous reactions may occur.

Add the Product to the Water”  when diluting chemical for use.
Become familiar with the uses of each product, why, when and in what manner they are used.

Use appropriate safety apparatus when handling or using chemicals.

Know what steps to take if a chemical accident occurs. 
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