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Car Washes 

3 Types of Sites 

1. Manual Bays Only 






3. Roll Over Types
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2. Touch Free & Manual
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WHAT WE OFFER 

· Cleaning Products for all types of machines 

· Wall Charts 


· Product Safety 

· General Chemical Handling 

· Material Safety Data Sheets 

· Product Information Sheets 

· Additional Detailing Products 

· Interior Cleaners 

· Tyre Dressing 

· Window Cleaner

· Upholstery Cleaner 

· Deodoriser – Odour Gone 

1. Manual Bays 
CHEMICAL APPLICATION 

Chemicals are fed into Holding Tanks via “Hydro Minders”. The Tip Size used Controls Concentration. Pumps then deliver chemicals to each bay. Foam brushes also have an air supply to help produce foam.  
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OPERATION 

Manual Cleaning of Cars 

Customers have a choice of settings:
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Step 1 

High Pressure Soap 

Pressure washing of cars – used extensively to remove 
mud & clay from 4WD’s and earth moving equipment
 – also under car cleaning 

	NOTES 

	

	

	

	

	

	


Step 2 – Cleaning 
Pre-Soak                                 and/ or 
          Foam Brush 

To soften soils 





Best way of cleaning cars 
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Step 3 - Tyre & Engine 
Special detergent for cleaning wheels and under
bonnet cleaning. 
Step 4 - High Pressure Rinse
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Pressurised clean water to remove soap and dust.

	NOTES 

	

	

	

	

	

	


Step 5 – Wax 
Wax - Used as the second last step to “bead” water for fast drying. Also applies a protective wax film
Step 6 - Di Rinse
Last stage. Pure water, fine rinse to leave spot free surface.

Step 7 – Air Blow Off 
Air Jets used to blow off excess water from the vehicle 

PRODUCTS RECOMMENDED 

	PRODUCT
	TIP COLOUR

	Pre Soak  - Alkali Presoak
	Blue

	Tyre & Engine Cleaning – Tyre & Engine
	Blue

	Foam Brush – Wild Cat
	Yellow

	High Pressure Soap – Wild Cat
	Tan

	Wax – Super Conc. Wax
	Purple


THINGS THAT CAN GO WRONG 

	PROBLEM
	SOLUTION

	Foam Brush too Wet
	Increase air pressure

	Foam Brush “spits”
	Decrease air pressure or increase chemical

	Water not “beading” on car
	Increase wax tip size

or

Ensure Wild Cat has been completely rinsed off before applying wax

	Bugs not removed from bumper or bonnet areas
	Ensure Pre Soak is applied to area and allowed enough contact time

	Products generally not foaming enough when applied
	Increase tip sizes by 1


	NOTES 

	

	

	

	

	


2. Touch Free Wash 

OPERATION 

Cars are usually prepared by the car wash operator

Hand applied detergents to difficult areas - wheels, front bumpers, bonnets, mirrors and windscreens. Sometimes only spray applied detergent to bumper and wheel area.
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Step 1 - Car Tunnel 
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Pre Soak is applied to the car as a “Sloppy” foam, contact time is critical as the foam must hold on surface to allow soils to soften.
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Step 2 – High Pressure Wash Zone 

Only water used on the vehicle 
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	NOTES 

	

	

	

	

	

	


Step 3 – Drying Agent 

A cationic wax is applied to the surface of the vehicle to enable the water to “bead” so that high pressure air can blow the water off the car.

Step 4 – Colour Foam Stage - Optional  

Some sites have a colour foam stage where foam of three different colours is applied to the car in stripes and then rinsed off. This application of foam provides extra cleaning but also provides some UV protection through the depositing of a UV absorber. 

CHEMICAL APPLICATION 

Chemicals are directly dosed directly into delivery line by a pump system. Chemical supply is separate from manual bays.  
PRODUCTS RECOMMENDED 

	PRODUCT 

	Pre Soak  - Alkali Presoak

	Drying Agent – Super Conc. Wax

	Colour Foams – Spectra Sorb Foam 

	CAR PREPARATION BEFORE ENTERING THE TUNNEL

	Hand Prep – Neutral Foam  

	Spray on (particularly bug removal) – Tyre & Engine 


* Wild Cat should not be used in Auto Touch Free Tunnels 
	NOTES 

	

	

	

	

	

	


THINGS THAT CAN GO WRONG 

	PROBLEM
	SOLUTION

	Car not Clean
	Increase Pre Soak concentrate

Or

Increase Air Pressure on Pre Soak

Or

Chemical contact time must be increased

	Car “spotted” when dry
	Increase Super Conc Wax concentrate

Or

Check Air “Blow Off” Jets are functional

Or

Check Rinse Stage is effective

Or

Check DI water quality

	Water not “beading” on car
	Increase wax tip size

Or

Ensure rinse stage working properly

	Bugs not removed from bumper or bonnet areas
	Ensure Pre Soak is applied to area and allowed enough contact time

Or

Suggest a “prep” using neutral foam

	Products generally not foaming enough when applied
	Increase tip sizes by 1


	NOTES 

	

	

	

	

	

	


3. Roll Over Type 
Similar to the Touch Free Washes, except a series of brushes are used in the wash stage. Usually no “Prep” work required.
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Step 1 – High Pressure Knock Off

Low detergent concentration, but an essential part 
of the process. If solids are not removed properly,
paint work on the vehicle can be scratched or soils 
can be embedded in brushes making them “abrasive”
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Step 2 – Main Wash 

Increased detergent concentration to remove road
grime. This stage is where brushes are used – 
some tunnels also have brushes for wheels.

	NOTES 

	

	

	

	

	

	


Step 3 – High Pressure Rinse 

High pressurised pure water used to remove soap, dirt and soils from the vehicle. Sometimes brushes continue to work. 
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Step 4 – Drying Agent 

Similar to Touch Free – Designed to “bead” water for 
better “blow off”. 

Step 5 – Wax Stage – Optional 

Some Tunnels have a wax stage to apply a fine film of 
protective wax to the surface of the vehicle 
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Step 6 – DI Rinse 

DI Rinse to help provide a spot free finish 
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Step 7 – Air Blow Off 

Air Jets used to blow off excess water from the vehicle 

PRODUCT APPLICATION 

Products generally dosed directly into water feed lines to each stage. Some systems have recycling tanks of 1000 litre capacity to re-use wash water.
	NOTES 

	

	

	

	

	

	


  PRODUCTS RECOMMENDED 

	PRODUCT 

	High Pressure Knock Off   - Alkali Pre Soak

	Main Wash – Alkali Pre Soak

	Drying Stage – Super Conc. Wax 

	Wax Stage – Super Conc. Wax 


THINGS THAT CAN GO WRONG 

	PROBLEM
	SOLUTION

	Brushes “stick” to car
	Detergent not lubricating brushes enough – increase detergent concentrate

	Drying Agent not “Beading
	Water rinse stage not effective

Or

Main Wash detergent concentrate too high  - difficult to rinse

	Spotting on car when dry
	Wax stage concentrate too high

Or
DI Rinse not working
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PEERLESS JAL
Keeping it Clean




	NOTES 
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